Richmond-San Rafael Bridge was opened in 1956. Its 
21,343 foot length ranks it as the longest high level steel 
bridge. This cantilever bridge is, like the Bay Bridge, 
double decked for one-way auto traffic. 

Carquinez Straits Bridge was opened in 1927. Al- 
though it is only 4,482 feet long, it is still rated as the 
fifth longest cantilever bridge in the world. In 1958, 
a "twin” bridge was built. 


Cost of Living 

The San Francisco family spends a little more on the 
average for consumer goods and services than families 
in other cities, but San Francisco leads all major cities 
of the nation in per capita income. (Note: Comparisons 
of indices for each area show only that prices in one 
location changed more or less than in another area since 
the base period 1957-59. The indices cannot be used 
to measure differences in price levels, or in living costs, 
between areas. ) 
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REATER SAN FRANCISCO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


FACTS 
FOR THE 
NEWCOMER 


Welcome to Greater San Francisco 

This brochure has been compiled to briefly answer 
questions most frequently asked of the Greater San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce by some 90,000 pros- 
pective residents, visitors, students and other interested 
persons annually. 

The Greater San Francisco Chamber of Commerce is 
one of more than 3,000 chambers of commerce in the 
United States actively at work making communities 
better places in which to live and work, seeking new 
industry, working for better transportation, promoting 
more domestic and world trade and, in general, dedicat- 
ing themselves to maintain and improve the free enter- 
prise system which makes America mighty in the world 
scene. 

Voluntary membership from 4,500 local businessmen 
in San Francisco has made it possible for us to provide 
this booklet plus many other services for our local citi- 
zenry, visitors and those who we hope in the future will 
be able to visit everybody’s favorite city — San Francisco. 



Executive Vice President 



San Francisco Newspapers 

San Francisco Chronicle (morning) 

5 th and Mission Streets 
San Francisco Examiner (evening) 

San Francisco Chronicle-Examiner (Sunday) 

Wall Street Journal (morning, Mon.-Fri.) 

1540 Market Street 

Daily Commercial News (morning, Mon.-Fri.) 

1581 Mission Street 

Housing 

The type of housing can generally be identified in 
most community -areas. Detached houses predominate 
in the Sunset, Parkside, and west of Twin Peaks areas. 
Semi-detached, row houses, and low-rise apartment 
buildings are to be found in practically all areas of the 
city. The high-rise and large apartment complexes, 
mixed with expensive single and semi-detached houses, 
are spread in clusters in the northeast section of the city. 
This portion comprises the Nob Hill, Russian Hill, 
Marina, Cow Hollow, Pacific Heights, and the upper 
Western Addition community areas. 


1. Alcatraz Island, V/s 

miles north 

2. Candlestick Park 

3. Chinatown 

4. City College of 

San Francisco 

5. Civic Center 

6. Cliff House 

7. Coit Memorial Tower 

8. Ferry Building 

9. Fisherman’s Wharf 

10. Golden Gate Bridge 

1 1. Golden Gate Park 

12. Kezar Stadium 


San Francisco 

Prominent among distinguished communities of the 
nation and the world, rich in history and character, 
fortunate in location, citadel of western business, indus- 
try and education — San Francisco is intensely real and 
genuine. Key to the rich and diversified resources of 
northern California and strategically centered in Pacific 
Coast commerce, finance, industry and agriculture, San 
Francisco has active people engaged in a broad range 
of occupations and industry. The day time population 
exceeds a million. 


13. Livestock Pavilion 

( Cow Palace ) 

14. Opera House 

15. Palace of Fine Arts 

16. Portsmouth Square 

17. Presidio of San Francisco 

18. San Francisco-Oakland 

Bay Bridge 

19. San Francisco State College 

20. Treasure Island 

21. Union Square 

22. University of 

San Francisco 

23. Zoo 



Location 

San Francisco occupies the upper part of the rugged 
San Francisco Peninsula stretching over the rising 
slopes of numerous hills and extending into the waters 
of the Bay. Elevations vary from below sea level to 
933 6 feet, U.S. Base. The city boundaries include 46.33 
square miles of land and a large, submerged area, mak- 
ing a total of 93.1 square miles. Bounded on three sides 
by water, San Francisco is joined with the Marin Penin- 
sula section on the north by the Golden Gate Bridge, 
which contains the second longest single span in the 
world — 4,200 feet. San Francisco is joined with the 
East Bay section by the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge — a series of structures 23,000 feet in length. 

Climate 

San Francisco is air-conditioned by nature, relatively 
warm in winter and cool in summer. The annual aver- 
age of sunshine in San Francisco is 65 of every 100 pos- 
sible hours. Few prominent cities in the nation experi- 
ence more sunshine. The climate varies in the different 
sections of the city. Some sections are almost free of 
summer fog — in others, fog is a frequent visitor during 
July and August. September and October are generally 
considered the warmest and most pleasant months of 
the year. Snow is non-existent. Most other Bay Region 
cities have more typical summer weather than San 
Francisco’s — warmer, drier, less fog. 

The daily mean maximum temperature in San Fran- 
cisco is 62.6°. The daily minimum temperature is 50.4°. 
The average daily temperature range is 12.2°. Because 
San Francisco’s climate varies little from month to 
month, a seasonal wardrobe is unnecessary for a resident 
or visitor. The most common attire for women and the 
most comfortable in this climate is moderate weight 
clothing. Light weight coats can be worn over a suit 
or street dress. Men usually wear medium-light weight 
suits any month of the year. 



Temperature 

Precipitation 

Relative Humidity 


Average 

Monthly 

Total 

8:00 A.M. 

Noon 

Local 

JAN. 

51.0 

3.37 

81 

65 

FEB. 

55.0 

0.19 

61 

44 

MAR. 

53.2 

2.12 

71 

59 

APR. 

53.8 

0.01 

69 

59 

MAY 

53.4 

0.22 

76 

69 

JUNE 

57.8 

0.57 

80 

72 

JULY 

58.9 

Trace 

83 

74 

AUG. 

60.0 

0.01 

84 

72 

SEPT. 

62.4 

Trace 

72 

58 

OCT. 

63.1 

1.90 

75 

57 

NOV. 

55.3 

3.99 

76 

61 

DEC. 

53.7 

5.35 

79 

70 


Culture 

The cosmopolitan character of San Francisco is por- 
trayed by many diversified events which take place 
daily. The citizen or visitor may find educational oppor- 
tunities of interest such as lectures, concerts, readings, 
recitals, special exhibits of drawing, painting, sculp- 
ture, and other worlds of art. Three public art galleries 
and several semi-public galleries offer exhibits and col- 
lections of national and international fame. The M. H. 
de Young Memorial Museum, the San Francisco Mu- 
seum of Art and the California Palace of the Legion of 
Honor, attract hundreds of thousands of visitors an- 
nually. 

The main Public Library is located in the Civic Cen- 
ter. There are twenty-seven branches, and one book- 
mobile. This system has more than 957,000 volumes. 
There are nearly one hundred private and special li- 
braries. 

The Civic Auditorium has a seating capacity of 8,000 
and is used for conventions and a variety of events. The 
War Memorial Opera House and the War Memorial 
Building provide a home for opera, the symphony or- 
chestra, and a permanent war relics museum. The civic 
opera house has a seating capacity of 3,350. 

Golden Gate Park 

This 1017.40 acre park, largest man-made park in the 
world, was a sandy wasteland until reclaimed by John 
McLaren beginning in 1887. There are 15% miles of 
drives, IV 2 miles of bridle paths and 27 miles of trails. 
In addition to the Japanese Tea Garden, it is the home 
of the California Academy of Sciences, the de Young 
Museum, Steinhart Aquarium, Strybing Aboretum, 
Morrison Planetarium, Hall of Flowers, a Conservatory, 
Kezar Stadium (football), Golden Gate Park Stadium, 
several lakes, a golf course and buffalo pads. 

Chinatown 

San Francisco is home for the largest Chinese com- 
munity outside Asia. Most of the city’s 42,400 Chinese 
live near Chinatown’s center along Grant Avenue, be- 
tween Bush and Broadway Streets. Chinatown is the 
commercial center for Chinese - Americans all over 
North America. Located here are large numbers of 
shopkeepers, salesmen, art dealers, and food stores 
which import substantial quantities of goods from 
Hong Kong and other Asian countries. Here, too, are 
hundreds of Chinese restaurants. 

(Note: For further information , write to the Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce, 730 Sacramento Street, San Francisco) 


Japanese Center 

Under construction is America’s first Japanese cul- 
tural center, which will provide a focal point for the 
Bay Area’s 35,793 Japanese- Americans. Of these 11,300 
live in San Francisco, and over half of these are Bud- 
dhists. The Center will have over 100 shops and restau- 
rants in addition to a large Japanese Inn. 

(Note: For further information, write to the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce, World Trade Center, San Francisco) 


History 

When California became a part of the United States 
in 1848, San Francisco was a community of 820 people, 
200 houses, one school and one newspaper. San Fran- 
cisco became an incorporated city April 15, 1850, 
following closely the establishment of San Francisco 
County, February 18, 1850. In 1856, the City and County 
boundaries of San Francisco were adjusted to make 
them co-extensive. 

Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo discovered the Farallon Is- 
lands ( now a part of San Francisco) in 1542. Sir Francis 
Drake, famed English explorer, discovered Drake’s Bay, 
a few miles north of San Francisco, in 1579- 

In 1769 Don Gaspar de Portola and his little band 
of adventurers were the first to glimpse San Francisco 
Bay from the nearby hills on the south. Six years later 
the ship "San Carlos,” under the command of Don Juan 
Manuel Ayala, sailed through the Golden Gate to enter 
San Francisco Bay. 


Education 

Few cities in the world offer finer or more diversified 
educational opportunities. Under the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Education of San Francisco, there are 135 
public schools with a total average daily attendance of 
approximately 122,000. 34,000 are additionally enrolled 
in parochial schools. 

Higher education institutions in San Francisco in- 
clude: San Francisco State College, City College of San 
Francisco, San Francisco College for Women, Univer- 
sity of San Francisco, and Golden Gate College. The 
University of California maintains several branches in 
San Francisco, including the Colleges of Medicine, Den- 
tistry, Pharmacy, Hastings College of the Law, and San 
Francisco Art Institute. Stanford and the University of 
California at Berkeley are both within convenient com- 
muting distances of San Francisco. 

(Note: For more detailed information about San Francisco’s 
public school system, write to the Board of Education, 135 
Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco) 


Population 

The population of the five-county San Francisco 
Metropolitan Area is presently about three million — 
the nine-county Bay Area about five million. San Fran- 
cisco’s "day time” population of more than one million 
includes those with regular occupations in the city but 
living elsewhere in the Bay Area, and a large number 


who come here for 

business and pleasure. 



1965 POPULATION 

ESTIMATES FOR SAN 

FRANCISCO 

By Ethnic Group 


By Age Group 



White ...... 

.. 585,500 

78.0 

Under 5 years.. 

59,300 

7.9 

Negro 

.. 91,000 

12.1 

5-14 

107,300 

14.3 

Chinese .. 

.. 42,600 

5.7 

15-24 

99,100 

13.2 

Filipino .. 

- 15,500 

2.1 

25-44 

180,100 

24.0 

Japanese .. 

.. 11,500 

1.5 

45-65 

201,900 

26.9 

Other . .. 

4,400 

0.6 

65 and over 

102,800 

13.7 

TOTAL 

- 750,500 

100.0% 





Taxes 

The State of California has a personal income tax 
beginning at 1% of the first $2,500 and graduating up 
to 7% on $15,000 or more. Salaries and wages are taxed 
up to 1% of the first $3,600 earned for State disability 
insurance. Sales and use taxes are collected on all items 
but food, utilities, newspapers, and periodicals — 3% by 
the State and an additional 1% in most counties. The 
1966-67 fiscal year tax rate for real and personal prop- 
erty in the City and County of San Francisco is $10.61 
per $100 assessed value. Property is assessed at 25% 
of full cash value. 

TAX CHART 

The rate is a consolidated rate for all City and County pur- 
poses including a single unified school district. The break- 
down for the 1966-67 fiscal year tax rate is as follows: 


Total for City and County Purposes 7.188610 

Bay Area Air Pollution Control District .010978 

San Francisco Unified School District 2.945788 

Children’s Center Fund .033878 

Development Centers for Handicapped Minors _ 002746 

Total School Funds 2.993412 

Total to be levied by Board of Supervisors 10.193000 

Levied by San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit .417000 


TOTAL TAX RATE 10.610000 


The total assessed taxable value for the 1966-67 fiscal 
year in the City and County of San Francisco was 
$2,513,319,728. This includes real estate and improve- 
ments, personal property, inventory, tangible personal 
property less veterans and welfare, and unsecured per- 
sonal property. Of this $2,513,319,728 figure, solvent 
credits totaled $749,800,003 and are taxed at only 100 
on the $1. This leaves a net tangible tax roll of $1,763,- 
519,725, which is taxed at $10.61 per $100 of assessed 
value. 



Water Commerce 

One of the world’s great seaport cities, San Francisco 
serves more than 69 shipping lines which regularly 
pass through the Golden Gate. These lines, which con- 
tact at least 300 of the world’s ports, utilize San Fran- 
cisco as a trading, shipping and communications center. 


Medical Center 

San Francisco’s role as the Medical Center of the West 
is reflected in the fact that approximately 1/3 of all 
patients admitted to its 30 hospitals come from outside 
the city. Of these, many are sent by physicians in dis- 
tant communities — and even in other countries. 

University of California maintains its mammoth 
Medical Center in San Francisco, including Schools of 
Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy and Nursing; a Cancer 
Research Institute, Cardiovascular Research Institute, 
Neuropsychiatric Research Institute, and two hospitals. 


Government 

San Francisco has a consolidated city and county 
government, with legislative powers vested in a board 
of supervisors of 11 members, five and six being elected 
every two years for four-year terms. The mayor, assessor, 
city attorney, public defender, district attorney, sheriff, 
superior and municipal court judges are elected by the 
people for terms of four years. The chief administra- 
tive officer and controller are appointed by the mayor 
and have permanent tenure. 

The mayor appoints members of commissions, boards, 
authorities and agencies pertaining to art, recreation, 
parks, parking, permit appeals, police, public utilities, 
redevelopment, retirement (in part), and welfare, and 
may remove his appointees except for those in civil 
service, public utilities, park and recreation, members 
of the school board, and welfare commissioners. The 
mayor has power of veto over legislation. Members 
of the Board of Education are nominated by the mayor 
and passed upon by the voters. San Francisco has op- 
erated under five charters, granted in 1850, 1856, 1861, 
1898 and 1932. 

The charter is not only the organic law of the city 
but is also the law of the state within the constitutional 
limitations and free from any interference by the state 
through general laws. The city and county of San Fran- 
cisco governmental structure is both a county and a 
municipal corporation, and the functions performed 
by its officers in each instance determine whether it is 
to be viewed as a city or county. 


Professional Sports 

For information about professional sports in the San 
Francisco area, please write directly to the following 
addresses: 

San Francisco Giants 

National Baseball League 
Candlestick Park, San Francisco 
San Francisco 49ers 

National Football League 
1432 Franklin Street, Oakland 
California Seals 

Western Hockey League 
1322 Webster Street, Room 309, Oakland 
San Francisco Warriors 

National Basketball Association 
505 Geary Street, San Francisco 



Employment 

Breakdown of San Francisco Metropolitan area work- 


ing population: 

Construction 74,300 

Manufacturing 209,600 

Communications, Transportation, and Utilities 113,800 

Wholesale Trade 82,300 

Retail Trade 186,800 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 88,600 

Services 249,800 

Government 236,000 

Other 4,300 


TOTAL 


1,245,500 


May May 

1966 1965 

Total unemployment 51,900 62,500 

% of labor force 4.0 4.9 


Most Government positions are with Civil Service. 
The agencies serving this field include: San Francisco 
Civil Service Commission, 151 City Hall, S. F.; State 
of California Personnel Board, 515 Van Ness Avenue, 
S. F.; U. S. Civil Service Commission, Regional Office, 
450 Golden Gate Avenue, P. O. Box 36010, S. F. 


Salaries and Wages 

Average weekly earnings for selected occupations in 
January, 1966 based on a survey of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Metropolitan Area by the U. S. Department 


of Labor, are as follows: 

Wkly. Wkly. 

Men: Salary Hours 

Accounting Clerk, Class A $113.00 38.5 

Office Boy 73.00 38.5 

Tabulating Machine Operator, Class A 124.50 39.0 

Senior Draftsman 162.50 40.0 

Women: 

Secretary 112.50 38.5 

Stenographer, General 90.50 39.0 

Typist, Class A 87.00 38.5 

Registered Nurse, Industrial 119.00 40.0 


Hourly wage rates in January, 1966 for certain plant 
occupations for men are: (m=maintenance) 


Electricians (m) 

. $3.82 

Packers, Shipping 

$3.07 

Guards 

. 2.16 

Shipping and Receiving 


Janitors, Cleaners 

. 2.55 

Clerks 

3.27 

Laborers, Material 

. 3.16 

Tool and Diemakers 

4.18 

Machinists (m) 

. 3.86 

Truckdrivers (m) 

3.49 

Mechanics, Auto (m) . 

- 3.95 

Truckdrivers, heavy 


Mechanics (m) 

- 3.55 

trailer 

Truckers, forklift 

3.10 

3.22 


(Note: For more detailed information about your specific occu- 
pation (job availability, salary, etc.) write to the San Francisco 
office of the California Dept, of Employment, 745 Franklin 
Street, and the United States Dept, of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, 450 Golden Gate Avenue.) 


Religion and Social 

San Francisco has approximately 490 churches repre- 
senting many denominations. The congregations of the 
churches include people of many nationalities — Eng- 
lish, German, Italian, Scandinavian, French, Spanish, 
Russian and Chinese. Contact the following organiza- 
tions for further information: 

San Francisco Council of Churches, 465 Post Street, 
Room 210, San Francisco 94102 
Catholic Information Center, 121 Golden Gate Avenue, 
San Francisco 94102 

Jewish Community Relations Council of San Francisco, 
40 First Street, San Francisco 94105 


Planning a Change? 

Helpful guides when planning a change include the 
classified sections of the local newspapers, particularly 
in reference to specific job opportunities and available 
housing, and classified sections of city telephone direc- 
tories — usually available in the larger city libraries and 
telephone company business offices. The latter may 
supply a key to specific business activities. 


In a community like San Francisco it is not practical 
for any single organization or agency to have the final 
answer to all questions. There are several hundred 
private, social, civic and business organizations in San 
Francisco in addition to numerous public agencies, each 
in a specialized field. 

A few selected ones include: 

AFL-CIO, 601 Polk St., S. F. 94102 
Armed Forces 

Hamilton Air Force Base, Hamilton, Calif. 

Sixth Army Headquarters, Presidio of Calif., S. F. 
Twelfth Naval District, Federal Office Bldg., S. F. 
Better Business Bureau of San Francisco 
414 Mason Street, S. F. 94102 
California Department of Employment 
745 Franklin St., S. F. 

California Historical Society 
2090 Jackson St., S. F. 

California State Chamber of Commerce 
275 Bush St., S. F. 

California State Department of Motor Vehicles 
1377 Fell St.,S. F. 

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

245 Market St., S. F. 

Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

140 New Montgomery St., S. F. 94105 
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce 
420 Montgomery St., S. F. 94104 
San Francisco Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Fox Plaza, S. F. 

San Francisco Housing Authority ( Public Housing ) 

440 Turk St.,S. F. 

San Francisco Main Public Library 
Civic Center, S. F. 

San Francisco Police Dept., Hall of Justice 
850 Bryant St., S. F. 

San Francisco Public Health Dept. 

101 Grove, S. F. 

San Francisco Real Estate Board 
Van Ness and Grove, S. F. 

San Francisco Recreation & Park Dept., McLaren Lodge, 
Golden Gate Park, S. F. 94117 
San Francisco Superintendent of Schools 
135 Van Ness and Grove, S. F. 

Travelers Aid Society of San Francisco 
630 Sutter St., S. F. 

United Community Fund of San Francisco 
2015 Steiner St., S. F. 

USO, 1017 Market St., S. F. 91403 





California Information 

Some highlights about California are as follows: 
Land Area — 100,353,920 acres or 156,803 square miles 
Farms — 37,794,780 acres 

Population— 1965 Census— 18,756,000; 1960-15,717,- 
204; 1950—10,586,223; 1940— 6,907,387 
State Flag — Bear Flag 
State Motto — "Eureka” (I have found it) 

State Flower — Golden Poppy 
State Bird — Valley Quail 
State Tree — California Redwood 
Highest Elevation — Mt. Whitney — 14,496 feet 
Lowest Elevation — Death Valley — 282 feet below sea 
level 

Recreation 

Generously provided and well distributed are 127 
public recreation and park units covering 4,043 acres. 
Golden Gate Park, notably one of the finest parks in 
the world, contains many unusual attractions. Story- 
land and the Fleishhacker Pool and Playfield, fronting 
on the Pacific Ocean, and the San Francisco Zoological 
Garden are close by. About 80 playgrounds and recrea- 
tion centers are individually supervised. Included in 
these facilities are outdoor and indoor swimming pools, 
tennis courts, regulation baseball and softball diamonds, 
putting greens, golf courses, bowling greens and a yacht 
harbor. 

Finance 

An impressive portion of world finance is controlled 
from within the skyscrapers of San Francisco’s Mont- 
gomery Street, the "Wall Street of the West.” Head- 
quarters of the 12th Federal Reserve District, San Fran- 
cisco is the home of four of the nation’s 100 largest 
commercial banks, including the world’s largest. The 
Pacific Coast Stock Exchange holds a prominent place 
among the nation’s largest regional security markets. 
San Francisco is known as the Insurance Capital of the 
West. 

Retail Trade 

Employment in retail trade in San Francisco is among 
the larger occupational groups. Taxable retail sales 
through the city’s 21,000 outlets totaled about $1.9 
billion in 1965. 


We regret that we are unable to answer requests for 
the following: autographs, biographies, books, charts, 
color or black and white pictures, decals, diagrams or 
graphs, flags, lists of people, magazine articles, pictorial 
or product maps, post cards, posters, product samples, 
road maps, specimens of rock, minerals, soil, flowers, 
water, etc., stamps and coins, further state information. 


Domestic and World Trade 

Concentrated in San Francisco are tremendous re- 
gional supply bases, forming a veritable production and 
buying center strategically equipped for exchange of 
goods and services. Over $5 billion in goods are sold 
by San Francisco’s 3,000 wholesalers each year. Seven 
major market week showings semi-annually and an 
annual World Trade Fair attract buyers from all points. 
San Francisco is the leading world trade center of the 
Western United States, and the Nation’s "Gateway to 
the Pacific.” Exports and imports passing through cus- 
toms total approximately $1.5 billion. 

Manufacturing 

San Francisco is the pulse of a vast industrial body 
that fashions products for the world — manufactured 
goods, food, timber and mineral products, all finding 
passage through the city as through a giant funnel. 
Manufacturing has grown to an annual payroll in the 
city of over $440 million. Value added by manufacture 
amounted to over $557 million in the city and over $2 
billion in the 6-county metropolitan area. 

Municipal Transportation 

San Francisco’s street railway system is municipally 
owned and operated and is a combination of street cars, 
trolley coaches, buses and cable cars — it is outstanding 
in efficiency and service. A single fare of 150 with 
transfer privileges blankets the entire city and requires 
no more than 50 minutes travel time to any part of 
town. Call 558-4111 or write San Francisco Municipal 
Railway, 949 Presidio for information or a transporta- 
tion map. 

Commuting is easy to outlying areas — Peninsula 
(train), 30 minutes to San Mateo, 45 to Palo Alto; 
Marin (bus) , 40 minutes to San Rafael; East Bay (bus) , 
24 minutes to Oakland downtown and 30 minutes to 
Berkeley; San Jose is about one hour by train. 

Utilities 

San Francisco is the headquarters of the country’s 
largest operating utility, Pacific Gas and Electric Com- 
pany, which serves 47 counties in Northern California. 
Their Vallecitos Plant near Livermore was the world’s 
first privately financed nuclear power plant, and they 
are now building the country’s first geothermal plant 
in nearby Sonoma County. 

Water comes from the Sierra Nevada mountains and 
Hetch Hetchy Reservoir through a 167-mile pipeline 
system and is stored in several reservoirs in Alameda 
and San Mateo counties. San Francisco has one of the 
world’s highest percentages of telephone usage. 


Cable Cars 

There are three cable car lines, all operated by the 
San Francisco Municipal Railway. The two Powell 
Street lines, using green and cream single-end cars, were 
acquired with purchase of the Market Street Railway 
in 1944. The California Street Line, with red and gray 
double-end cars, was taken over by the city from the 
California Street Cable Railroad Company on January 
13, 1952. The cable cars have now been made a na- 
tional monument. a 



Mining Capital 

San Francisco is the center from which mining enter- 
prises not only in California but all over the world are 
directed. Here are located the home offices of mining 
companies operating elsewhere in North America, in 
Central and South America, Europe, New Guinea and 
the Philippines. Here also are located internationally 
known mining machinery and equipment manufac- 
turers and distributors and world-renowned mining 
engineers. 

Agriculture 

San Francisco is on the median line of the Pacific 
Coast agricultural output and the hub of the northern 
California area which contains 70 per cent of the farms, 
73 per cent of the California farm acreage and com- 
prises five of the richest agricultural valleys in Cali- 
fornia. Some 44 state and federal agencies, sales and 
financial institutions, headquarters of other related in- 
dustries, research laboratories and export offices — all 
necessary to the wide distribution of the agricultural 
products — are found in San Francisco. 

Land Transportation 

Converging in San Francisco is a vast transportation 
network of rail, highway and ship services bringing 
unexcelled facilities to local industry and business. The 
city is served directly by four Class 1 railroads operating 
more than 27,000 miles of line; many fast new ocean 
freighters; more than 150 common carrier truck lines; 
bus lines radiating to all points of the nation; and un- 
excelled air transportation from one of the world’s 
largest airports. 


Communication 

In communications, San Francisco is one of the two 
major world centers of the nation. Trans-Pacific com- 
munications are directed here through regional head- 
quarters of five major radio systems and the city is the 
headquarters of telegraph and telephone companies 
connecting the Western Regional Area with the nation. 
Microwave, television networks and "Voice of Amer- 
ica” stations are located in this area. 

Air 

San Francisco International Airport with its multi- 
million dollar, seven-story passenger terminal accom- 
modates a constantly increasing flow of air traffic cur- 
rently numbering more than 9,071,084 passengers. 

National and State Parks 

Located in California are four national parks, with 
a total area of 2,666 square miles. In order of their size, 
they are: Yosemite, Kings Canyon, Sequoia and Lassen 
Volcanic National Parks. Yosemite, 183 miles east of 
San Francisco, draws the largest crowds of those listed 
above, with over a million visitors annually. There are 
also eight national monuments covering about 3,713 
square miles in California. In order of their size, they 
are: Death Valley, Joshua Tree, Lava Beds, Channel 
Islands, Pinnacles, Devils Postpile, Muir Woods, and 
Cabrillo. Closest of these to San Francisco is Muir 
Woods, a magnificent stand of Redwood trees located 
about 16 miles north in Marin County. 

California’s State Park System now has over 160 
parks, beaches and campgrounds, with a total of over 
1,100 square miles. Most famous of these is Squaw Val- 
ley, site of the VIII Winter Olympic Games in I960. 

Bridges 

San Francisco Bay, with its 450 square miles of land- 
locked harbor, has eight major highway bridges includ- 
ing four of the world’s greatest steel bridges and two 
railroad bridges. 

The Golden Gate Bridge, completed in 1937, has the 
second longest span of any suspension bridge in the 
world — 4,200 feet. The Verrazano Narrows Bridge, 
Brooklyn, New York, is 60 feet longer. 

The San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, built in two 
sectors and bisected by Yerba Buena Island, is the long- 
est steel bridge in the world — 23,000 feet long. This 
bridge was opened in 1936, and today has an average 
traffic load of nearly 120,000 vehicles daily compared 
to about 60,000 daily over the Golden Gate. It is a com- 
bination suspension and cantilever span. 



